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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

Claim 1-11, 13-15, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Robertson (US 6,609,106) in view of Barnett et al. (hereinafter 
Barnett) (US 2002/0154178). 

Claim 1. 

Robertson teaches a system for providing electronic multi-merchant gift registry 
services over a distributed network comprising: 

at least one server computer having an interface for communication over a 
computer network, the server computer having a processor and a memory, the server 
further having computer software stored in the memory and executing under the 
direction of the processor (col. 1 1 , lines 44-45; col. 27, lines 21-26), the computer 
software including: 

means for publishing web pages on the network (col. 9, lines 6-10); 

means for identifying individuals who have access to the service (col. 9, lines 60- 

64); 

means for publishing event data describing an event for gift giving (col. 3, lines 
19-20); 
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means for receiving and storing in the memory gift data entered by users 
describing a gift associated with a particular event (col. 2, lines 55-57, col. 28, lines 5-8); 

means for storing and publishing gift list data listing all gift ideas posted on a 
user's gift list (col. 1, lines 13-15); Fig. 4 (138)); and 

means for storing and publishing group data which identifies user created groups 
and group members in each group (Fig. 21 , col. 20, line 58). 

However, Robertson does not teach means for publishing and maintaining 
calendar data identifying events for display on a user's calendar. 

Barnett teaches a multi-layered online calendaring including means for publishing 
and maintaining calendar data identifying events for display on a user's calendar [0020]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Robertson to include means for publishing and 
maintaining calendar data identifying events for display on a user's calendar, as 
disclosed in Barnett, because it would provide a higher level of flexibility in the way 
events can be imported and viewed [0015]. 

Claim 2. Robertson teaches all the limitations of claim 2 except said member 
data further comprises special member data identifying individuals without access to the 
service, but for whom gift lists may be generated. 

Barnet teaches a multi-layered online calendaring including special member data 
identifying individuals without access to the service, but for whom gift lists may be 
generated [0089]. 

The motivation to combine Robertson and Barnett would be to would provide a 
higher level of flexibility in the way events can be imported and viewed [0015]. 

Claim 3. Robertson teaches a system for providing electronic multi-merchant gift 
registry services over a distributed network comprising: 
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at least one server computer connected to a computer network; software means 
residing on and operable on the server computer for publishing a plurality of web pages 
on the computer network (col. 1 1 , lines 44-45; col. 27, lines 21-26), the web pages 
including: 

link means for linking a user to online gift retailer websites for purchasing gifts 
(col. 3, lines 19-20, col. 9, lines 6-10); 

gift list means for posting gift ideas to at least one dynamically created gift list 
associated with an event posted to the calendar (col. 2, lines 55-57, col. 28, lines 5-8); 

status means for permitting gift buyers access to the gift list and to annotate a gift 
on the list as already purchased or reserved for purchase by the gift buyer (col. 16, lines 
6-10). 

However, Robertson does not teach: 

calendar means for posting gift-giving events to a calendar accessible to a 
plurality of users; and 

group means for forming a password protected group, access to the link means, 
calendar means, gift list means, and status means being restricted to a member of the 
group. 

Barnett teaches a multi-layered online calendaring including calendar means for 
posting gift-giving events to a calendar accessible to a plurality of users [0020]; and 

group means for forming a password protected group, access to the link means, 
calendar means, gift list means, and status means being restricted to a member of the 
group [0089]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Robertson to include calendar means for posting gift- 
giving events to a calendar accessible to a plurality of users and group means for 
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forming a password protected group, access to the link means, calendar means, gift list 
means, and status means being restricted to a member of the group, as disclosed in 
Barnett, because it would provide a higher level of flexibility in the way event's can be 
imported and viewed [0015]. 

Claim 4. Robertson teaches all the limitations of claim 4 except that said web 
pages further include: means for restricting viewing of events posted to the calendar to 
selected users and groups; and means for viewing a list of all current events and the gift 
lists associated with the events. 

Barnett teaches a multi-layered online calendaring including means for restricting 
viewing of events posted to the calendar to selected users and groups [0089]; and 
means for viewing a list of all current events and the gift lists associated with the events 
[0020]. 

The motivation to combine Robertson and Barnett would be to allow a user to 
select categories of event that are of interest, and add selected events from those 
categories to his or her personal calendar (Barnett, [0016]). 

Claim 5. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further include 
means for permitting group members to communicate with one another through a 
secure chat room accessible only to members of that particular group (col. 21, line 13). 

Claim 6. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further include 
means for notifying members of upcoming calendared events (Abstract, col. 9, lines 29- 
33). 

Claim 7. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further include 
means for permitting user profile information to be viewed by any other user (col. 20, 
line 21). 
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Claim 8. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further include 
means for joining multiple groups and switching between different groups (col. 3, lines 
60-61). 

Claim 9. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further include 
means for designating special members for whom gift lists may be generated, the 
special members being without independent access to the system (col. 2, lines 12-13). 

Claim 10. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further 
include means for linking at least two of the gift lists (Fig. 27; col. 5, lines 17-19). 

Claim 11. Robertson teaches said system wherein said web pages further 
include means for importing the gift list from another group (col. 16, lines 55-56). 

Claim 13. Robertson teaches all the limitations of claim 13 except that said web 
pages further include means for restricting viewing of events posted to the calendar to 
selected users and groups. 

Barnett teaches a multi-layered online calendaring including means for restricting 
viewing of events posted to the calendar to selected users and groups [0089]. 

The motivation to combine Robertson and Barnett would be to would provide a 
higher level of flexibility in the way events can be imported and viewed [0015]. 

Claim 14. Robertson teaches a system for providing electronic multi-merchant 
gift registry services over a distributed network comprising: 

publishing a website on a computer network (col. 9, lines 6-10); 

recording a gift-giving event on the calendar (col. 3, lines 19-20); and 

associating a gift list created by one of the members of the group with the gift- 
giving event, the gift list being editable by the members of the group (col. 2, lines 55-57, 
col. 28, lines 5-8). 
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However, Robertson does not teach: 

establishing a password protected gift registry area on the website for members 
of a group; 

providing a calendar in the gift registry area. 

Barnett teaches a multi-layered online calendaring and purchasing including: 

establishing a password protected gift registry area on the website for members 
of a group [0089]; 

providing a calendar in the gift registry area [0020]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Robertson to include establishing a password protected 
gift registry area on the website for members of a group and providing a calendar in the 
gift registry area, as disclosed in Barnett, because it would provide a higher level of 
flexibility in the way event's can be imported and viewed [0015]. 

Claim 15. Robertson teaches said method further comprising the step of 
publishing a hyperlink to an online gift retailer marketing a gift recorded on the gift list 
col. 17, lines 1-2). 

Claim 17. Robertson teaches said method further comprising the steps of: 
providing an electronic message center on the website for exchanging electronic 
messages between the members of the group (col. 21, line 13); and generating an 
electronic mail message reminder on the electronic message center of an upcoming 
gift-giving event (col. 9, lines 29-33). 

Claim 18. Robertson teaches all the limitations of claim 18 except restricting 
access of a member of the group to the gift list when the member creating the gift list 
provides for restricted access. 
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Bamett teaches a multi-layered online calendaring and purchasing including 
restricting access of a member of the group to the gift list when the member creating the 
gift list provides for restricted access [0089]. 

The motivation to combine Robertson and Barnett would be to provide a higher 
level of flexibility in the way events can be imported and viewed [0015]. 

Claim 19. Robertson teaches said method further comprising the step of 
establishing a gift list for a non-member of the group at the request of a member of the 
group (Fig. 11 (76)). 

Claim 20. Robertson teaches all the limitations of claim 20 except providing a 
calendar further comprises providing both a group calendar and a personalized 
calendar for each of the members of the group. 

Barnet teaches a multi-layered online calendaring and purchasing including 
providing a calendar further comprises providing both a group calendar and a 
personalized calendar for each of the members of the group [0020]. 

The motivation to combine Robertson and Barnett would be to provide a higher 
level of flexibility in the way event's can be imported and viewed [0015]. 



Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Robertson and Barnett, as applied to claim 3, in view of Kraemer 
(Us 2005/0022119). 

Claim 12. The combination of Robertson and Barnett teaches all the limitations 
of claim 12 except means for changing the status of a particular gift on the gift list to one 
of "open", "claimed", and "reserved". 

Kraemer teaches a system for creating a gift registry across multiple retailers 
wherein each listing displays the gift's purchase status (reserved or available) [0046]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Robertson and Barnett to include means for changing the 
status of a particular gift on the gift list, as disclosed in Kraemer, because appropriately 
updating the gift's purchase status within the gift-recipient's account would inform future 
gift-givers and help to avoid duplicate purchases for the same gift (Kraemer,[0050]). 



Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Robertson and Barnett, as applied to claim 14, in view of Kraemer. 

Claim 16. The combination of Robertson and Barnett teaches all the limitations 
of claim 16 except publishing a status of a gift recorded on the gift list as purchased, 
unpurchased, and reserved for purchase by one of the members of the group. 

Kraemer teaches a system for creating a gift registry across multiple retailers 
including publishing a status of a gift recorded on the gift list as purchased, 
unpurchased, and reserved for purchase by one of the members of the group (Kraemer, 
[0046]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Robertson and Barnett to include including publishing a 
status of a gift recorded on the gift list as purchased, unpurchased, and reserved for 
purchase by one of the members of the group, as disclosed in Kraemer, because 
appropriately updating the gift's purchase status within the gift-recipient's account would 
inform future gift-givers and help to avoid duplicate purchases for the same gift 
(Kraemer,[0050]). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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(i) US 2002/0128934 to Shaer discloses a method for an event organizer to 
receive gifts and services and interactive registry system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mila Airapetian whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (571) 272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mila Airapetian 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 




